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(1) complete the preparation of it;  (2) carry it out;
and (8) round it up and utilise it.

The attack has to be prepared, in view of the enemy's
powerful fire which must be silenced by superior fire, also
in view of the resistance offered by the " points d'appui"
which must be broken. The zone over which the ava-
lanche will pass must be cleared; a breach must be made,
through which the avalanche shall assault the obstacle :
such is the object of final preparation for decisive attacks.
This is effected by resorting to artillery in the mass.

PREPARATION :  ARTILLERY

" Whoever manages to bring by surprise a mass of
guns to a certain point, is sure of carrying the day"
(Napoleon). Hence the part played by the Emperor's
artillery reserves at Friedland, Wagram, Lutzen, etc.

In 1870, the artilleries of the Guard, of the Twelfth
Corps, part of the Tenth, about 300 guns, open fire against
Saint-Privat.                                                  *

To make a breach on the front of attack, to open the
way for infantry, to keep it clear once it is open, to sacri-
fice itself if need be in order to enable infantry to per-
form its task, to watch the batteries and counterattacks
of the enemy; such is at this moment the mission of our
artillery.

To this end, the largest possible number of guns enters'
into action towards the point of attack. There can never
be too many guns, there are never eo^ugh of them.

All the artillery groups placed near that point, those
which would still be available and could enter in line:
corps artillery, the artillery of the infantry divisions, of
the cavalry divisions, of second-line army corps, those
which have taken part in the preparation and which are
now without an object; all of them work in the same
direction, by means of a fire at the same time violent
and suddenly unmasked, the intensity of which continu-
ally increases.

In order to fulfil this task, it is enough that artillery
should see ; all the batteries which can act from their
position must be left where they are. They must, on
the contrary, be moved if they cannot see. Such are
the tactics to be adopted.